Notebook 5
CARDS AGAINST STUPIDITY
(2019)

This ‘final frontier’ was about re-gaming architecture.
Cards Against Stupidity began by bringing togeth-
er the search for Dostoevsky’s idea, a pack of Lies
for the 21st century and ‘stupidity. Each year from
2009 to 2019, the hacking and deschooling exercis-
es had always varied. The final year the educational
adventure became obvious: a re-gaming of the open
source, Cards Against Humanity. Working in groups,
180 seventeen or eighteen-year old first year students
in architecture, urbanism, conservation engineering,
industrial design and architectural history, re-gamed
architecture into their own version Cards Against Stu-
pidity. This was to be a commentary on the stupidity
and urgencies that they saw happening all around
them. The structure was as follows: Black ‘czar’ cards
to be prepared on architecture, urbanism, political.
cultural urgencies: climate change - extinction rebel-
lion - occupation - sustainability - migrancy - conflict
- terror — cybercrime - plastic wars etc. The White
response ‘random’ cards invented by the students
used designed and nuanced annotation, showing the
structure and source behind the issues. Footnotes,
anti-texts, references or thumbnail images of activ-
ist processes, events, projects, fictions, films could
be integrated. These white cards were to respond to
and range from anarcho-radicalism to eco-terrorism.
Graphic control and subtle artwork were encouraged.
The game could be adapted, played against the rules
or within the rules. A rule card was included. The

original size/format was saved so that the students,
besides researching their ideas, learnt how to de-
sign, format, understand fonts, content, image and
also collaboration and gaming. The set of cards (20
black cards / 80 white cards) was formatted, printed
and submitted professionally according to blueprints
supplied. Of course one group turned it into a board
game (as they do!) A unique educational experiment,
CAH was credited in the whole experiment. It proved
extremely successful in creating collaboration and an
educational awareness of the students’ position today
in the current protest environment. “We're flattered
our dumb game inspired you and your students!” CAH
replied. “Thanks for elevating our cards to a scholarly
level” | was interesting to see after 20 years how ar-
chitecture still needed its hump: “The development of
architecture has for some time now proceeded on an
interactive gaming between persona and discourse,
theory and praxis, discipline and interference, fame
and production. It has become, if not been for a long
time, memetic.”*

1 Roger Connah, How Architecture Got its Hump, Writing Architec-
ture series, MIT Press (2001)
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Abu Dhabi is wild

Cube houses

Because normal houses are too

mainstream

u ! E
CARDS AGAINST STUPIDITY

Draw a scribble

L

Architecture is easy

"
CARDS AGAINST STUPIDITY .ml“l

Screams corporate with bad

n H ‘
CARDS AGAINST STUPIDITY

Dare to play a card you can't read?

n
CARDS AGAINST STUPIDITY _mm

Build the entire
building out of a
curve

=
5
o
=
g
E
o
=
2
"
[
@
o
£
=)
c
@
£
“El

CARDS AGAINST STUPIDITY

CARDS AGAINST STUPIDITY

=)

£
c
c
a8
o
-
]
-
®
2
o
@
Q
e
1]
5
£
Z

“IE!

Grow the oil and gas
industry

Because fuck the earth right?
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| won't be here
40-50 years from
now so | don't care

The young kids are smart,
they'll figure it out
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The most aesthetic
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Build now, worry about it later
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Making a 30-second
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people to“stop it”

It's easy, just stop it.
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Continue dumping
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The ocean is a magical portal
that takes our worries away
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Scientists say that the
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Against
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A party game
for ARCH1000 students

t Stupidity

Cards Agains

A party game for ARCH1000 students

Cards
Against
Stupidity

Cards Against Stupidity is a
party game for ARCH1000
students.

“Revolutionary.”
Denise Cenina

“Game-changing.”
Beyoncé Giselle
Knowles-Carter

“The Avant-Garde.” g
Angela Chiesa |

“What a thrill.”
Michael Jackson
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This time,

In a shocking turn
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F*ck the context

Mother nature’s

Amazon forest

Architecture

Conservation

politicians take of events, Donald Trump the context with and f*ck c human aesthetics burns down students protest | architects take on
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Frank Gehry.

People who deny
climate change.

Malcom X,
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