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“I swear I have been educated”



This Will Kill That! – Victor Hugo 

-

rewarding.
While addressed to current architecture students this book is for everyone. Whether an eager and perhaps naive student 
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Work hard and keep a good sleep schedule to avoid all-nighters. 

arriving seconds before your review. 

Nobody wants to see you sweat through your shirt.



It will cut you to your core.

You’re probably not failing.

03. If kicked while down
Take things apart in order to learn how they work.

than step one.



This will be a handy reference

But you will eventually 

05. Cafeteria hours
Get to know Louise at the food court.

cheese curds on your poutine.

Friends like Louise save lives.



and quiet.

These are future napping spots.

07. Napping spots
The school throws away

a lot of perfectly good furniture.

08. Garbage picking



only have one fashion choice

available to you.

Black turtle neck and cuffed jeans.

09. Black turtlenecks
Think carefully

about what you are going to say

during your reviews. 

Only discuss the things you

want to talk about.

10. Review preparation



on paper and use a light table to trace your lines.

are way better at drawing than you actually are.

11. Light tables
Learn to write a good essay.

Architecture students write at a 9th grade level

until they are writing their thesis. 

while also learning to research properly.



If you didn’t learn to properly cite sources in high school

don’t expect to learn in architecture school.

Find a student who knows what they are doing and ask for help.

bother to check your work.

13. Citation
You will acquire a lexicon of words

that will help you to fake your way through presentations and reviews. 

14. Vocabulary

1. Organic 3. Biophilic



15. Le Corbusier



and weight that brutalist buildings carry.

Learn to describe your projects

as if you were painting a picture for the reviewers.

Once a guest lecturer said that he wanted the ceiling in a particular space

an accurate description

however ridiculous it sounds.

18. Slinky blue



Buy a cheap pillow to bring to studio.

Whether you use it to sleep on your drafting table

boolean union to work.

A pillow is both a useful object It is best to learn to write an annotated bibliography

before you are in your thesis year.



but at the end of the day 

The perfect site does not exist. 



A professor will never

check the square footage of your building

as long as it kind of looks close.

You are allowed to break the rules.

design intent and precedents. 



so critiques can turn into personal attacks 

against you and your values. 

and talking trash every once in a while they can save your life.



You pour your

about the history of the world at large

 – not just through an art history lens. 

your own work within the history of the world.



Use a bike lock and lock the chair to your desk.

Don’t be afraid to label both 

1. Distance to nearest electrical outlet

3. Where will the professor start and end their rounds for desk crits.



You are intended to both collaborate

but balance that with being friendly enough

that you aren’t isolating yourself.

It can be awkward to take leadership over the project 

is willing to take the reins.



It is an unwritten rule 

that if free food is available 

you announce this to the entire studio.

33. Free food
Find a pen that works well for both

note taking and sketching. 

so that notetaking and sketching

are enjoyable activities. 



Label everything you bring into studio.
35. Labeling your supplies

if you have evidence.



You are either 

a sheep or a hipster 

there is no winning.

37. Blundtstone boots
Doing the readings for your courses

will not only help you to

38. Readings



There are four acceptable hats

for architecture students. 

Choose carefully.

39. The sorting hat

there are two choices for transportation. 

 but drawing tubes bend your paper.

40. Drawing tube vs portfolio



A drawing tablet is really good at doing one thing. 

and are capable enough for drawing.

You can probably get through school without either.



your text 

and drawings are aligned.



of three font styles in 

any given drawing set or presentation. 

45. Fonts in general
There are only two real options for fonts.

Develop a position on which is best

46. Font types



are different across all software. 

Consider this a personal attack

48. Alt codes



Keep a list of shortcuts open in another window while you work. 

a shortcut they have never used before.

49. Hotkeys

so build up a layer of crusty glue

This way you only lose a few layers of skin

and you probably wont bleed.



at architecture school.

Keep your blade closed if it is not in your hand.

If you are going to spend

will drastically increase your quality of life.  



One day a professor will turn

just a cliché

advantages and disadvantages. 

54. Types of paper



of your drawing and spill out into the negative space. 

not get with a full bleed drawing. Don’t tell your professor but cropping

56. Borders
Be intentional with your use of full bleed

55. Bleeds



You will hear about it countless

the reviewers to draw over your work.

With pen. 



three panels for your project.

just obnoxious.

There will be a few professors

who are notorious for breaking

or expect the colonnade you spent hours gluing



Your professor will likely specify

of panels that will best show your project. Be judicious and ensure that you are still 

to keep costs down.



Learn the difference between
63. Drafting table victories

tend to resist or reject technolog y.



If you have access to a laser cutter use it. 

the rush of people trying to cut 

Architecture professors have a distaste
65. Distaste for Revit



Be careful who you share your secret craft with.

when taking a break is just going to hurt you later on. 

Check your due dates and count the days or hours you have until your project is due.



then decide it is trash and redo it in three hours

Just not if you are an architecture student.

and have had little to no practical experience. 

It is not always directly applicable. 

Usually these professors will not accept that fact.

70. Theory professors



go looking for scraps right before closing

This is when you will get 

71. The scrap bin

to avoid losing hours of work. 



talk to your professor as far in advance as possible. exposed when printed. 

can be 40% darker than on the printed page. 

73. Deadline extensions 74. Brighten for printing



If you want to be cheeky you can ask a follow up question using your Also resist the urge to punch whoever 

76. Fixing things during a presentation



do your drawings by hand and then scan 

Your work will be cleaner and you don’t have to worry 

77. Cleaning hand drawings in photoshop

Leave lots of negative space for viewers



If your school has provided you 

you will be able to get everything else as the need arises.

here are a couple of things that really are essential.

they are useful for relaxing 

80. The real studio supplies list



Because the furniture at your school has 

there is likely a shortage of soft furniture. 

to leave in the studio. Note that once the sofa is there it is 

going to be used by everyone you will have priority only during sleeping hours.

First on the list is a portable table tennis kit.



for 48 hours is not fun either. Be sure to lock that thing up or it will be 



The school will likely provide this for you 
85. First aid kit

wine will not help you 

get through a long night 

86. Wine



questioning your intelligence during a review. 

in the workplace.

88. Tech course survival



you will experience ‘burnout’. 

that will be enough to pass the course and get your degree. 

89. Burnout
You spend hundreds of hours pouring over your project and drawings. 

They likely wont notice if there are 

90. Version control



but it will still feel good to check off the little boxes.

91. Checklists
You will have to create a portfolio 

It will also keep your work in a consistent 



You will download hundreds if not thousands

This will keep your drawings consistent across 

93. Create a rendering library

strategies for learning course content.

This also can help establish a valuable relationship with your professor.

Connections with professors can be useful for getting jobs or recognition 

94. Ask questions and participate in lectures



At this point it is not worth 

no one will notice the difference. 

95. Know when to “fake it”



an understanding of what you are working towards 

your ideas and you have to turn in a new direction.

Learn to walk the line between 

Nobody wants to see an old Foster and partners

plopped on your site.

98. Borrowing and precedents



than being behind schedule.

try to keep a good worth ethic and sleep schedule.

daylight hours and with a decent sleep schedule 

than if you try to work through the nights.

100. Work ethic




